me,
Sam

D'
===

silent Fiyers

G day Everyboy
Just have a close look at all those smiling faces. They certainly had something to smile

about. Three perfect days of slope weather can you believe it

From o ut of that lousy  grey soup y weather we had early in the week these three day s
arrived, bangon time forthe weekend. Plan B had been formulated but the wisdom

of Bill Bell shone through, we may have had an anxious evening Thursday night but
when Fri  morning broke it was on. Great Stuffiin

Rob and Aileen Wait , Karenand | enjoy ed lunch together on Fri after preparing the
runway and mowing the pathways . | watched Rob enjoy himself in some very nice lift

before heading off shopping for the eats and drinks.

Sat 4.00am weather check , PERFECT, e- mail LIFT LIST then packing . ETA slope

9.30am RW was all ready flying too good to be true.




The morning unfolded from there with the steady arrival of visitors and RSSF

members eager to have a fly. The lift was hard to find at first but plenty of thermals

were aboutoutov er t he vall ey. inPremakedth®day md agbiglday feel
and hewasright ,by 2.00pmIhad allready registered 18 visitors and 11 RSSF

members were on site

My mobile phone kept ring ing with people wanting to know if it was on and advising
me that they were on the ir way , and come they did. | am not unsure just how many

people came on Sat but we had the lift and the fun. Someone counted over 30cars.




The lif tincreased by 3pm and it was Laidley Slope at its comfortable best WOwW!!!!

Wing time and we got into it hard and fast

| did not get any photos of it but before long we had a 12 wing fur ball happening A
couple of mid airs and knock down s, but some real hot flying fun. | notice a lot of the
big gliders hanging around over the top of all this and | reckon those guys were

licking their lips and wished they could have been in it . You had to be therel!!lll!

We had some really neat aircraft prepared for the day and itwas a real treat for

most of us to see these new model in the flesh.




Mick Dakers turned up to help promote the Aero Tow G roup and its next field day.
I have an older model and hope to get out with these guys soon. Give Mick a ring |
am sure he will look  after you with advice on how to get started

Mick is no stranger to Laidley slope and joined in with us for Sunday as well.

Thanks for the  display Mick
The afternoon continued to improve as the lift and wind increased and slowly | began

to hear the sounds of tired pilots that did not want to stop flying.




Some guys flew until dark and were planning how they were going to get another
leave pass for Sunday . Things like painting lawns and weeding bribery begging and

the like were discussed. Must have worked they were all back Sunday.
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We called it a day about 6pm , S0 tired ,detsgdhbmes,esee you inthe
morning and everybody disappeared
Lindsay Newlands and | were fortunate enough to be able to stay the evening.
There were acoupleofpi kers but we wondt mention nar

A good feed, plenty of quality refreshments and a scrub settled us in for the
evening. It is amazing up there of an evening especially looking west the lights

have to be seen to be believ ed.

Looking east was entertaining with the huge glows of Brisbane and Ipswich

and all the aircraft movements.

Lindsay produced a laptop and with a little effort he hooked us up to the net.
We checked the weather and cruised e - bay and Hobby Kinga  delightful
evening recalling the events of the day.

We t urned in about 9.00pm very quiet and peaceful ZZ2727727777777

11.30pm all hell broke loose 30knots of ESE hit us, | looked out the window
to see the trailer roof doing amazing things, | tried to be ser ious but no, find it

in the morning ZZ2727727727777.

Poor Lindsay was not as lucky, the wind tore his awning of his 4x4 and he

spent the night in the front seat , he was not impressed.
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SUNDAY

Daylight came about 4.15 am and you could see enough  to fly by 4.30 am. There was

a very soft draft coming up the slope not even enough to make the ribbon on my
transmitter move . Waste of time arr what the heck throw it and | did. To my
amazement the old easy glider shot up in this beautiful lift from nowhere just like
fly ing in 15 knots but not even a breeze in my face. Hey this IS how it went

Lindsay got these shots and gave me a hard time about be obsessed by flying.

| wonder what gives him that impression.

A quick breakfast and clean up and before you knew it Rob came racing up the road
and hot on his heals was Ben. These guys must have got an early start to up h ere at
t hat hour. | tthed long to @ét intd thelkaie.

Rob produced one of the new Sky Fun from Hobby King and Ben pulled out a well
used Striker. Lindsay and | both knew what was going to happen next and it di

take long before the mid air crash investigation got under way




Just a soft bump , but at the speed these  things travel. The day was off to a good

start. Rob spent som e time over the edge looking for the canopy after another mid
air later inthe day . Ben was no stranger to the lower parts of the slope also . Sunday
got under way the same as Sat. The same faces where back and more , it6 bard to

keep a track on numbers when all this flying fun is happening
Our new registration and briefing requirements appear to have been accepted by

everybody with some positive comments coming from our visitors




The weather was almost the same as Sat but anxious flyers waiting for the lift
seemed to make the time pass slowly. You could see it  out in the NE and how we

watched it . That brown haze just sitting there

Then sl owly at first







